GEOGRAPY 106  Mini Term Paper  (40 points)

You may work in groups of two.
The following are instructions for how to do the second project for this course.  This mini term paper should be 5-6 pages in length, written in 11 point Arial font, double spaced.  The body of the paper should have in-text citations using the author-date system, and a list of references at the end.  You must have at least 4 references from scholarly sources.  The grade you earn will be based on the organization and clarity of your writing and arguments, together with how well you have supported your statements with scholarly literature and research.  You may utilize any ideological position, though you will find most of the literature favorable to family leave policies.  The paper is due at the beginning of the last day of class of dead week.
Sources:  
1. A most readable yet comprehensive brief report about US family leave legislation that you should read and reference:  http://www.wou.edu/~mcgladm/blogs/FMLA%20History.pdf
You should also utilize a report titled “The Work, Family, and Equity Index http://www.mcgill.ca/files/ihsp/WFEI2007.pdf
This report shows how the countries stack up with each other.

2. For your other significant sources, which should be scholarly, as a minimum do a JSTOR search using the following words together:  parental leave policy United States Sweden
You are also recommended to do other searches of the scholarly literature.  
Your paper should have two parts, as described below:
PART 1  (1 - 2 pages)
Debate whether the US policy is favorable or not for the common good
Choose a position from the following:

· Position 1:  The family leave policy of the US, being shorter than nearly all other countries in the world and unpaid, is overall a good policy.   It advances the common good in the United States.

· Position 2:  The family leave policy of the US, being shorter than nearly all other countries in the world and unpaid, is overall a bad policy.  It impedes the advancement of the common good in the United States.
· Position 3:  Up to the student

You should look at and cite the aforementioned report “The Work, Family, and Equity Index” as part of your Part 1 content.  A summary of the US standing in family leave policy relative other countries, especially developed ones, should be part of your Part I.  This summary could have tables and/or graphs, and several written paragraphs.
Regardless of which position you take on your report, you must make a well-reasoned explanation for it.

PART 2   (3 - 4 pages)

Answer these two closely related questions:
-Why the US had no family leave policy, paid or unpaid, until 1993
-How the vote for the 1993 Family Medical Leave Act was patterned along or by: 1) political party lines, and 2) interest groups
-As a general summary statement near the end of the paper you should address why the family leave policy of the United States is less generous in length and payments to parents than that of any other advanced, high income democratic society.
